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	Round Table on Information Access
for People with Print Disabilities Inc.


Call for Papers
2012 Annual Conference

Saturday 28th April to Tuesday 1st May 2012
Perth, Western Australia

“Universal Access – Are we there yet?”
EXTENDED CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS:
1pm AEDST Monday 28 November 2011
Late Abstracts will only be considered if there are insufficient suitable abstracts received by the due date.

To receive this document in an alternative format please contact the Conference Convenor.
Conference Aims

•
To showcase developments and best practice in the provision of access to information and technology by people with a print disability;

•
To illustrate examples of improved service provision to people with print disabilities outside the traditional print disability sectors;

•
To exchange ideas and enhance peer support networks.
Conference Theme

“Universal Access – Are we there yet?”

Digital technology promises to revolutionise information access for people with print disabilities. For the first time, books can be published in an accessible electronic format by mainstream publishers and available at the same time as print editions. Websites can be designed to provide the same richness of information and experience to all visitors. Mainstream devices like the iPad have screen reader access built in, and technology has introduced new options for wayfinding in the built environment.

We're closer than ever to the goal of universal access to information for people who can't read print. But are we there yet? What new barriers has technology introduced? Is accessibility in mainstream technologies inevitable, and is it good enough? What is the role of disability agencies and specialist educators in this changing world?

These questions will be explored through a mix of speakers, panel discussions and workshops.

Who should participate in this conference? 

The Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities provides a forum for all of those with an involvement or interest in addressing the information access needs of people who cannot readily access standard print, including: 

· Educators; 

· Publishers; 

· Accessible format producers; 

· Libraries; 

· Assistive technology manufacturers and distributors; 

· Disability service providers; 

· Government funding and policy agencies; 

· Consumer representative organisations; 

· Community and specialist broadcasters; 

· Researchers and developers of emerging technologies. 

The Conference program will be organised into a range of subject specific sessions. These might canvass topics such as: 

· Digital publishing and web accessibility;

· Technologies for production of accessible format materials; 
· Braille innovations;
· Global collaboration in producing and distributing accessible information; 

· Emerging mainstream and specialist technologies that might address the information needs of people with a print disability; 
· Innovation in library and information service delivery;
· Mobile technology for information access and wayfinding;
· Audio description and access to broadcasting; 
· Tools for individuals to enhance their access to information; 
· Quality standards for accessible format materials and technology.
Submission of Abstracts

If you are interested in presenting at the 2012 Conference, please submit an abstract of approximately 150 words by 1pm AEDST Monday 28 November 2011.

Please email your abstract as a Microsoft Word or Text (.txt) attachment to: 
Chris Whitelock
Convenor 
2012 Round Table Conference Organising Committee
Email: Chris.Whitelock@guidedogswa.com.au 
Those without email may post a print copy, plus a Word or Text (.txt) file on disc to:
Chris Whitelock, Convenor 
2012 Round Table Conference Organising Committee
Association for the Blind of WA
PO Box 101
Victoria Park   WA   6979
Abstracts will be forwarded to the Round Table Conference Organising Committee for selection, and confirmed by the Round Table Executive Committee. Conference presentations must address print disability and preference will be given to those presentations which demonstrate incorporation of the Conference Theme.

You will be notified whether your presentation has been accepted and further details about guidelines for presentations will then be provided.

What to include in your Abstract

To assist the Committee in assessing your proposal for a presentation, please ensure that you address the following seven points as part of your abstract. Please refer to the last page for a template to assist your preparation.

1 Title of Presentation;
2 Name of presenter/s, (including organisational or corporate affiliations);
3 Contact details (address, telephone and email);
4 Key Objective/s of Presentation – up to 5 key points;
5 Outline of Presentation, no more than half a page;
6 Form of Presentation – lecture style, workshop, discussion, etc;
7 Length of Presentation – usually 15-20 minutes, plus 10 minutes for questions.

Presentations at the 2012 Conference

If accepted to present your permission will be sought for your Abstract and final Presentation to be posted on the Round Table Web site.

All final presentations will need to be provided to the Organising Committee by Monday 6th February 2012 so that alternative format transcriptions can be undertaken and ready for all participants in time for the Conference. Specific details will be provided to the successful presenters.   
For further Information

If you have any questions about the Call for Papers, or if you would like to discuss your ideas for a presentation, please contact:

Chris Whitelock

Convenor 
2012 Round Table Conference Organising Committee

Email: Chris.Whitelock@guidedogswa.com.au 

Telephone (08) 9311 8209
About Round Table

The Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc. was formed in 1981 by producers and users of audio, braille, large print and other materials in accessible formats.

Round Table’s Objectives are:

· Fostering a spirit of cooperation and resource sharing among members.

· Setting standards and improving the range and accessibility of materials produced.

· Providing for consultation and/or action on matters of common concern.

· Representing the collective views of members to appropriate bodies.

· Fostering consumer consultation.

Since inception Round Table has established national standards for transcription of print material into a range of accessible formats, and it has been a vehicle for negotiation with Government, and other industry bodies, on matters such as copyright, subsidies and production standards.

The Australian Braille Authority (ABA), is a sub-committee of the Round Table, and is an active and energetic leader and participant in both national and international issues, including; Unified English Braille, copyright, literacy and the promotion of Braille.

Round Table now comprises over 30 organisation members in Australia and New Zealand, representing major producers, distributors, educational institutions, libraries and consumer groups.

Visit Round Table at www.e-bility.com.au/roundtable/.

Welcome to Western Australia:  www.westernaustralia.com/au 
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1.  Title of Presentation;

2.  Name/s of presenter/s, (including organisational or corporate affiliations);

3.  Contact details (address, telephone and email);

4.  Key Objective/s of Presentation – up to 5 key points;

5.  Outline of Presentation, no more than half a page;

6.  Style of Presentation – lecture style, workshop, discussion, etc;

7.  Length of Presentation
Closing date for submission of Abstracts: 
1pm AEDST Monday 28 November 2011.
Late Abstracts will only be considered if there are insufficient suitable abstracts by the due date.
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